


Say 25, 1953 


et rif 


iy 


fields: 
tt eis 


ee 

giz! Wd 
mi WU 
hei yo 
ye fF 


~ 


REGIONAL TRAVEL AND 7. DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IN reap(@orerss 


This communication is largely for background purposes; to let you know what 
the planning is here in Washington; and to enable you to submit your suggestions 
and report developments in your country on a coordinated basis in the field of 
travel trade development, 


The Regional Travel and Trade Development Project is being handled in the 
Industry and Commerce Branch of NEADS of which Earle F, Gill is Chief, The pri- 
mary responsibility for drawing up a sound Regional Program has been assigned to 
Mr, William D, Moreland, Jr., who is already familier with most of the NEADS coun- 
tries and with such subjects as transportation and living conditions in the region, 


The project holds the active interest and support of Dr. Herbert A, Wilkinson 
of the Department of Commerce, and Chairman of the Interdepartmental Committee on 
Foreign Travel, Considerable technical back-stopping for the project is expected 
from Dr. Wilkinson and the Near East and African offices of the Department of 


Commerce, 


State Department back-stopping and advice is being supplied by Mr, H, H. Kelly, 
Chief, Inland Transport Policy Staff of T.R.C. 


As you know, Mr, Trevor L, Christie has been the Regional Travel Development 
Advisor since May 12, 1952, Since his arrival in the Near East he has visited most 
of the NEADS countries and has submitted a number of excellent reports and recom 
mendations concerning the travel industry in the region, These reports and recom- 
mendations, together with other Foreign Service reports are being drawn upon to 
formulate both the guiding policy and the actual regional project, Originally, 

Mr, Christie's assignment was largely exploratory in nature and for the reason that 
there was neither a specific detailed program nor personnel in TCA backstopping the 
field operations, With the conclusion of this initial phase, we can now move into 
the more substantive phase of travel and trade development in the countries and 
region concerned, 


Section 2120 of the TCA Manual on this subject is in course of preparation 
and should be issued soon, It will, of course, be phrased in rather general terms, 


The general steps involved in our approach to this type of regional project ere: 


1, Survey of existing local facilities and evaluation of potential attractions 
for travelers in their relation to each other. 


2, Survey of the existing international and internal transportation facilities 
and evaluation of what improvement or expansion they can absorb on an 
economic basis, 


3. Determination of the sources from which the travelers will be drawn so that 
the facilities can be designed to cater to their tastes and needs, 


Following upon this pattern are the general principles applicable to Travel 
Trade Development Projects: 
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1, Any such project must be aimed at the economic benefit of the region, 


country and locality concerned and should contain most, if not all, of 
the following elements: 


a. Increased foreign exchange; 
b. Improved quantity and quality of local employment; 
c, Encouragement of local handicrafts by offering a market for them; 


d. Avoidance of physical arrangements which might lead to friction 
between the visitors and the local population, 


2, It must be recognized that attractions for travelers ere rarely limited 
in their appeal to any one age or economic group, race or nationality. 
People in any one social, economic or other type of group may favor one 
place to visit over another, but this is not exclusive and the reason 
may actually lie in the appropriateness, comparative luxury, or cost of the 
physical facilities, People of other groups may wish to visit the place 
but are deterred because the nature, cost or adequacy of the facilities 
are not agreeable to then, 


It is, however, necessary to evaluate the travel potentials of a 
given place or region on the basis of its relative interest already dis- 
played by one or more of the various types of possible visitors, It is 
equally important not to limit the development of any one place to the 
requirements of a given group, 


3. It must be recognized that the regional concept of travel increases in 
ratio to the cost and distance involved to the individual travelers, i.e, 
aman and his wife will go 200 miles to spend a weekend at one place, 

When they go 3,000 miles they will want to spend at least two weeks, visit- 

ing, sight-seeing at several places, and, having been attracted by one or 

pa points of great interest to them, will be open to suggestion for visits 
others, 


4. The last point, (selectivity in inverse ratio to distance) indicates that 
point-by-point independent advertising and promotion is inadequate to touch 
the potential beyond, say, a 200 or 300-mile radius, There should, there- 
fore, be joint regional promotion aimed at potential visitors from outside 
this radius. 


As implementation of the pattern of work and the guiding principles, tentative 
plans for FY 1953 and FY 1954 have been drafted, Copies are enclosed, These drafts 
are not yet official but are passed on to you only as indications of the planning 
and activity now going on in NEADS, Any comments supplementary to your reguler 
reporting will, of course, be welcome, 


Attachments: 
1, FY 1953 NEADS Regional Travel 
and Trade Development, 
2. FY 1954 NEADS Regional Travel 
and Trade Development Project, 


May 25, 1953 eet To All Country Directors 
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FY 1953 NEADS REGIONAL TRAVEL AND TRADE DEVELOPMENT 


The Point 4 philosophy provides that technical assistance be furnished to cer- 
tain countries for the permanent improvement in their way of life and increased 
strength as members of the community of nations, For many of these countries the 
natural resources (viz: agriculture, mineral products, power from local sources, 
et cetera) are so few or so poorly balanced that there is little opportunity for 
the development of a balanced economy based solely upon the use of those resources, 


Some of the small countries, notoriously poor in the usual types of natural 
resources, are, however, particularly well endowed with an attractive climate, 
historical relics, scenery, bathing beaches, sport fishing, et cetera, if developed. 
These are resources which can be sold over and over again without diminishing the 
supply or saturating the market, The proper use of these resources can give employ- 
ment to the citizens and assure a substantial increase in national income, The pur- 
chase of needed imports by countries which have virtually nothing else to sell, or 
whose few specialized products find only a limited market, can be greatly facilitated 
if these special opportunities are developed, 


In 1951 Lebanon earned about $12,000,000 and Jordan, with little else to sell, 
earned about $3,000,000 worth of foreign exchange from travelers, These sums are 
already considerably greater than could be obtained for direct economic aid or 
through technical assistance along the more usual lines, Existing travel pressures 
and potentials are sufficient to increase those figures greatly provided the special 
skills required are made available, The countries of the NEADS area have travel 
attractions of one kind or another, but in some there are no adequate facilities for 
handling visitors and the local people have little idea of how to meet the problem, 


No resources in these countries should be overlooked, and where the largest 
single "exportable" resource may prove to be attractions for visitors, the technical 
advice and assistance needed to market them can be supplied at a remarkably low cost, 


TCA recognized the importance of this resource and, as the first step in the 
systematic development of the travel trade toward its full potentiality, furnished 
& well-qualified technician to advise the governments of countries in the Middle 
East, In addition to advising the local govermments and assisting them in setting 
up travel facility projects (notably in Lebanon and Jordan), this technician, through 
his recent work, has now become an advisory source on the means by which TCA can aid 
in the development programs, 


It can be said that the exploratory work is largely done and that the time is 
now ripe to move into a more active stage of this project, Concurrently, with the 
setting up of projects within countries, probably financed largely by those coun- 
tries or private interests, the time-consuming task of collecting, editing and pre~ 
paring the material on this activity, should be started. Existing travel interest 
organizations will not be overlooked, This travel material prepared on a regional 
bests fe also necessary tn order to arrive at the best evaluation of the possibili- 
ties, Existing TCA staff and technicians now in the field are not equipped to per- 
form this task, and the existing TCA/Washington staff is not in a position to 
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concentrate on this highly specialized work, A contract should be let to a suitable 
firm or team to prepare this material, It is not intended to release material or 
publicize increased travel possibilities in the NEADS countries at the present time, 
It is intended, however, to have this activity proceed hand in hand with the develop- 
ment of the regional and country projects so that when publicity is appropriate, it 
can be done soundly and efficiently, 


The bulk of the actual work of travel trade development will be done by private 
interests: transportation companies; travel agencies; and such other private capital 
as can be attracted, The role of TCA is to supply the coordination on a regional 
basis, work with the local governments. and interests, be a means of commnication 
between the various interests, and in filling in the existing gaps in the regional 
picture which, because of special considerations in each case, private interests and 
local governments are not in a position to perform, 


When more detailed planning, general agreement and the allotment of necessary 
funds take place, it is expected the regional travel trade development project will 
provide a team of approximately five technician-specialists to work on a coordinated 
Tegional basis on: hotel management; sanitary food preparation; conducted tours; 
popular archaeology; and public transportation, Taking, perhaps, the demonstration 
and training rest-houses and hostels now being put up in Lebanon and Jordan as the 
first training centers, this team would develop its own training techniques for use 
in such of the other countries as may request its services, Assistance would not 
be limited to these training centers but would be available to the government travel 
bureaus and other appropriate interests, 
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FY 1954 NEADS REGIONAL TRAVEL AND TRADE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 


A, Need for Travel and Trade Project in terms of benefit to the countries involved. 


The so-called underdeveloped countries are generally in their present’ condition 
because they have very limited and poorly balanced naturel resources and consequent- 
ly have very little to exchange for products of other countries, The countries, con- 
cerned, however, happen to be well endowed with travel attractions which, if proper- 
ly marketed, would constitute "exportable" resources, in some cases of greater value 
~ - Pag likely export, This statement does not necessarily apply to Liberia 
or Ethiopla, 


B, History and Achievement of the Project. 


Commencing on May 12, 1952, this project has consisted of one regional travel 
advisor on an experimental basis, This advisor has now prepared basic reports for 
most of the countries concerned and has worked with the goverments of most of them 
in preparing for improved and increased travel facilities, The exploratory phase 
of the project may now be said to be completed. 


C, The objectives and problems, 


The main objective is to improve the economic condition of the countries con- 
cerned by providing them with technical assistance in improving or creating the 
trevel trade so that they can derive benefit from their existing attractions for 
visitors, Other objectives include the understanding and cultural benefits that 
come from the mingling of people, 


The immediate problems are the improvement, or in some cases the creation of 
transportation, lodgings, and food conditions for travelers, This must be done on 
& balanced logical regional basis for the simple reason that travelers will rarely 
spend their money to go to one place only; increased facilities must be geared to 
the travel flow in the region, 


D. U.S. Technictans, 


The existing position of Regional Travel Advisor will contime to follow 
the travel situation in each country, make regional evaluations and be aveileble 
for consultation and advice to the various govermments, 


At the point when the training and denonstration rest houses and hostels in 
Lebanon are built and equipped, and when similer structures are constructed, if 
wanted, in other countries, the following specialist technicians will be required, 
These should work on a regional basis going as needed to each country and impert- 
ing his specialty to the trainees at each establishment, All their work must be 
geared to the tastes and needs of the types of travelers who are expected at the 
various places, This information will be given to the technicians at the time 
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of their recruitment and briefing, 


1 small hotel management specialist 

1 food preparation specialist 

1 conducted tour specialist 

1 popular archaeologist 

1 public transportation advisor 

(Sanitarians are generally already on each country staff) 


E, Participation of Host Countries, 


In principle TCA should furnish only the technicians and limited amounts 
of introductory-demonstration equipment as recommended by the technicians or the 
regional advisor after appropriate study. 


Each host country should have a Goverrment travel bureau, however modest, The 
construction of the actual facilities should be financed by the local goverrment or 
private enterprise, or both, to be worked out in each case, 
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RESTRICTED 
jnarioan nénsey, 
Vidda, Sand! Arabia 
Jamary 22, 19836 
Dear Urs Christie, 


In regard to your letter of Decenber 31, 1952 and the despatches 
desired by you listed therein: 


Despatch No, 90, Septerber 13, 1952 
gubject: Annual. PAlerimace 
Copy sent to Beirut 


Despatch No, 61, September 13, 1952 

Subject: Foreign Office ste Application for Entry 
into Saudi Arable Be Submitted Well in Advance 

Copy sent to Beirut 


Despatch Nos 15, July ly 1952 
Subject: Monthly Economie Report 
Copy sent to Beirut 


Despatch No, 150, October 31, 1952 
In no way deals with problems of tourise or entry into 
Saudi Arabia, 


The first three despatches listed above may presumably be made 
available to you by the American Enbasay in Beirut. 


Sincerely yours, 


John A, Stacy 
Executive Officer 
Technical Cooperation Administration 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


Beirut, Lebanon, 


RESTRICTED 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE yer 
OF THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





American Embassy, 
Beirut, Lebanon. 
December 31st 1952 


Dear Mr. Stratton, 


The Department of Commerce informs me that the 
U.S. Embassy in Jidda has recently filed four dispatches 
to the State Department on the subject of tourism and 
I would appreciate copies of them, They are: 


Jidda No, 80, September 13, 1952 - signed by Glenn A. Abbey, 
«eo Jidda No, 81, September 13, 1952 - signed by Glenn As Abbey. 
ios  Jidda No. 150, October 31, 1952 - signed by Raymond A» Hare, 
Jidda No, 15, July 7, 1952 - signed by Raymond A. Hare, 


Sincerely yours, 


af, CCL LE 


Trevor Ls Christie, 
Travel Development Specialist, 
Technical Cooperation Service 

in “ebanon. 


Mr, Samuel S, Stratton, 
U.S. Director, Technical Cooperation Administration 
in Saudi Arabia, 
Jidda. 


Unclassified 
TOTEC In - Control #20, August 1, 1952, Airgram 


Transfer of Trevor Christie from TCA to the Dept. of Commerce, 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 


at i 
i UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


American Embassy, 
Beirut, Lebanon, 
October 2nd 1952. 


Dear Mr, Stratton, 


I wish to express my deep appreciation for the pains 
you end Mr, Stacy have taken to round up the figures relative 
to the Haj as set forth in yours of September 25, 


Even after eliminating the head tax, Saudi Arabia is 
apparently doing a more lucrative tourist business than any 
country in the Near East and it would be the envy of many 4 
European country, If these figures stand up, they mean that 
the poverty-stricken Moslem pilgrim spends more per capita 
during his stay than the pleasure tourist hitting the high 
Spotse 


I am struck by the fact that His Majesty's Government 
has wedded piety to profit with extremely satisfactory results 
to all and if I were in the travel business I think I would 
stake out a claim in this bonanza, 


Please inform Mr, Stacy that his letter was most absorb- 
ing and I am sending non-personal excerpts to the Editor of 
Holiday Magazine to try to interest him in doing an article 
next yeare If later figures come along altering this picture 
we would like to receive them. 


I am glad to see you are back_on the job with all 
your problems settled - I hope ~ and J trust you will pay us 
a visit soon, 


Sincerely yours, 


eC LR ta 
Trevor L. Christie, 
Travel Development Specialist, 
Technical Cooperation Service 
Mr, Samuel S, Stratton, in Lebanon, 
U.S. Director, Technical 
Cooperation Administration 

in Saudi Arabia, 


Jidda 
TLGhm F 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 





Jidda, Saudi Arable 
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Egypt, Syria, Lebanon 75,000 
Africa (Somelilent, : Fei I 27,000 
Tndia, Pakistan 25,000 
Tndonesta, Thatland, ete, 15,000 
Turkey 9,000 


We believe that eventually after the records have been con- 
pleted regarding this year's Haj more accurate figures are likely 
to be published in the local newspapers throughout the Middle 
East and we will be on the lookout for this information as it 


appears, 


Th response to your request for general information on the 
pilgrimage we are sending you a copy of a recent personal letter 
which Mr, Stacy has written on the subject of the Haj, We think 
you may find this letter interesting as backgrovad information, 
Please let us know if there are any more specifie things on which 
you would like us to give you our comments, 


Sincerely yours, 


Samel S, Stratton 
U.S, Director, Technical Cooperation 
Administration in Saudi Arable 


copy made 10~J-52/tm 
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July 26, 1962 


TOURISM DATA 
on 


DS_ COUNTRIES 


Name and Tithe of Director of Touriam There is no “Director 
of Tourism” as such in the Kingdom of Faudd Arabia, The only 
travellers encouraped or even allowed in Saudi Arabia are the 
Voslem pilerime to Mecca and other holy places, The Director 
of the Haj Department te Shaikh Achmed Gandil, 


Katimate of Foreign Exchan e Harnings in 1961 $150 million 


A) Betimate of Poreign Traffic in 1961 _ 100,000 (pilgrims) 


Sumber by Air, Sea and Land 60% seas 15% air; 5% land 


os 
— 


¢) Principal Nationalities Represented in above All voslems 
from “iddle Kast, Africa, Pakistan (India), Burma a@ 
Indonesia, 


Amount of Sudget for Development and Promotion'_ ‘one for 
"tourists". About $2.5 million. 


Can ital Investment in Facilities, Primarily Hotels There are 
no more than three hotels in the country which are Oven barely 
suitable for Western (American-Furopean) travellers, These 
are used largely for guests of the Government and business 
travellers. Capital investment 1s currently estimated at 
€1.5 million, 


A) Nunder of Hotels, Rooms and Beds ~ wo (2 in Jidda; 
1 in Dhahran). About 200 beds in * 


B) Number Claseified as De Iuxe and Piret Clases None 


¢) Maximum and Minimws Prices Minimume-§ r day (American)-: 
no bath; Meximm--$§60 per Tay (inept Ee 


Humber of Testaurant Seats Suitable for Foreign Visitors None 


A) Number of Seats and Berths per Month by Air 
and S@a On International Carriers Only fret carrlers put 
into Saudi ports, Waximun passengér accommodations he 
about 100 per month, During the time of the pilgrimage, most 
pilgrims travel crowded into unclassified quarters and as 


deck passengers, Air passenger traffic per month vie Air 


Liban, Nybahes Aden and Saudi Air Lines could run about 
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carriers” and are used almost exclusively for Oovernment 
or seasonal pilgrim treffic. Travel wi Saudi Arabia» 
between cities by air is restricted by internal pasaport 
and viga controls to official or pilprim traffic, 


List of Principal Attractions Por Moslens LD LLL Medina 
and other Holy Places of the fo gnore 


Jidda may be interesting for its ancient history and cuadnt 
architecture, fve's Tomb (not open to public or clearly iden- 
tified) 1d said to be in Jidda. Riyadh, the capitol, is entered 
only upon invitation from the King or Crown Princes East const 
cities are old and quiainteebut there are few landmarks of groat 
historic interest, O41 industry may be interesting to some, 

but ds not set up to accept cr accomodate tourists, Complete 
lack of housing and feeding facilities in Saudi Aredia, plus 

the absolute indisposition of the King to open the country 
makes tourdem impossible here, 


Attachments of Hotel Guides, brochures, Naps, etc. Hone 


ithe dies 


OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Beirut, June 19th 1952 


AMERICAN LEGATION 
Tabbarah Building 


Mr, Samuel Stratton, Country Director, 
Technical Cooperation Service, 
Jidde, Saudi Arabia, 


Dear Sam, 


In accordance with Mr, Fryer's letter of May 11, 
the Travel Development Specialist for the Middle East 
and Africa, Trevor L. Christie, has recently arrived at 
his post in Beirut and has already entered upon his 
duties. 


Mr. Christie plans to concentrate most of his 
activities in Lebanon for the time being, inasmuch as 
it is the most advanced country in the area from the 
standpoint of tourism, but he wishes to. branch out 
into the other Arab States as soon as possible because 
he is convinced that this is a regionel problem and 
must be solved on a regional basis, 


As Mp, Fryer indicated, Mr, Christie 1s charged 
with the responsibility of developing and promoting 
American and other foreign travel to and within the 
NEADS Countries: primarily as a means of earning foreign 
exchange but also in view of its potential social and 
political benefits to all the peoples concerned. 


He 1s operating on the theory that the Middle 
East's tourist attractions and facilities must be sold 
to the United States and Western “uropean markets as a 
"package" embracing the Eastern rim of the Mediterranean 
from the Parthenon to the Pyramids with Jerusalem as its 
hub or focal center, He believes that no one country in 
the area can hope to draw pleasure traffic in any volume 
because of the time and cost factors involved in a jour- 
ney from New York or London, for example, but all the 
countries combined can do so if they will submerge their 
individual interests in a collective effort as was done 
in the ECA Countries at the outset of the Marshall Plan, 
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Mr, Christie is of the opinion that we are about 
to witness a virtual revolution in mass tourism, Tourist 
Air fares have reduced the cost of travel and jet trans- 
port will further reduce the time in the not too distant 
future, thus opening up a vast new middle-class mafket 
in the United States and elsewliere. As more and more 
American tourists flood into Western “urope, they will 
strain existing accommodations to the breaking point and 
tend to drive out the more seasoned travelers who, even 
now, are seeking something new, Inasmuch as the princi- 
pal lines of communication run east and west, the Middle 
Rast with its wealth of attractions is in a strategic 
position to catch the overflow but it must begin to put 
its house in order now, 


) With that in view he is eager to make short trips 
to each of the participating countries within the next 30 
to 60 days to make a quick survey of their tourism potential 
and determine how each fits into the master plan, preparatory 
to a longer visit later on in the year, Ifyou approve, will 
you kindly indicate when would be a convenicnt time for him to 
visit Saudi Arabia as far as you and the Saudi Arabian Ministry 
involved are concerned ? 


In the case of Saudi Arabia and Yemen, we assume, 
of course, that they have almost nothing to offer the foreign 
tourist but Mr. Christie is interested in investigating the 
Moslem traffic to Mecca and Medina and in consulting with 
ARAMCO's officials at Dhahran on their recreation problems 
with their personnel. 


Meanwhile, we are enclosing a questionnaire on 
the basic facts of your tourism plant - if any - which we 
will ask you to have filled out by a member of your staff or 
by the proper Ministry, and return before he visits you, and 
a brief on the tourist possibilities of the Middle East from 
the Travel Branch of the Department of Commerce, 


Very truly yours, 


Hitla 


Hollis W. Peter, 


Director, 
Technical Cooperation Service 
in Lebanon . 
@ encls. 
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SECRETARY Tovreur 
DRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 
se «killers 
‘ase DEPARTMENT OF STATE X tif > Leth } 
WASHINGTON Auk ORGAN TATIM 
TCA-SA } 
May 14, 1952 Penni vG vir 


In reply refer to: 


TCA 


AIR MAIL 


OFFICIAL = INFORMAL 


UNCLASS IFIED 


My dear Dr. Stratton: 


Few areas in the world have more attractions to offer the 
traveller than the Near East. Most of the important shrines of 
Christendom are there. The entire region is rich in the monu- 
ments of history. But despite these attractions relatively few 
travellers include the Near Bast in their itineraries. 


If more Americans can be induced to include the Near Bast 
in their travel plans, three important results may be predicted: 


(a) A better understanding by Americans, particularly, 
of the basic problems of the area; 


(b) An important increase in the foreign exchange 
resources of the region; 


(c) A stimulation of trade between the Near East and 
the United States, 


Although hundreds of thousands of qmericars go abroad each 
year, relatively few travel to the Near Bast, The more important 
reasons for this are the lack of adequate travel facilities and 
accommodations, 


It would seem thet the religious and historic shrines of 
the Near Bast are travel resources which should te doveloped. 


The Near East and african Development Service is preparing 
to assign a Travel Development Specialist to the Arab States on 
an experimental basis, If the program proves its worth, it would 
be made a permanent interest of Point 4 in that region. 


Dr. Samuel Stratton, 
U. S- Director of Technical Cooperation, 
Anerican Eubassy, 
Jidda, Saudi arabia. 
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To take charge of this project we have designated Trevor L. 
Christie, formerly Travel Development Specialist for ECA. In that 
capacity, in Paris and Athens, Mr. Christie gained wide experience 
in advising European governments on the development and promotion 
of their travel opportunities, 


Mr. Christie will maintain headquarters in Beirut, report to 
the Country Director of Lebanon, and be serviced by that Mission, 
He will be available at all times for consultation with other 
Country Directors but will work in those countries only at the 
invitation of their governments, When working in countries other 
than Lebanon, he will be responsible to the Country Directors 
concerned. He is expected to arrive at his post about May 20, 


During the early period of his assignment, Mr. Christie hes 
been directed to concentrate his activities on the Arab States. If 
this work progresses satisfactorily he may be permitted to extend 
his field of operations into the three African countries, 


The Travel Development Specialist is authorized to work with 
the appropriate represenatives of each country, at their request, 
on such problems as; The expansion of internal transport, con- 
struction and rewnstruction of hotels and guest houses, restora~ 
tion of monuments and museums, installation of bathing and sports 
facilities, and the creation of special events programs, 


While this program strikes a new note in Point 4 activities, 
we call to your attention that travel ranks high in our own and in 
European countries as an economic resource, and that it is almost 
the only potential source of foreign exchange in some of the 
participating countries. I, therefore, ask your support for this 
experimental project. 


Sincerely yours 


hy 


5. Reeseman Fryer 
Assistant Administrator 
Technical Cooperation Administration 
In Charge Of 
Near Rast and Aprican Development Service 


( () 
' Prepared x. Travel Branch 
office pp toon tear Trade 


Depa rtment of Commerce 


BRIEF ON DEVELOPMENT OF U.S VEL _10 MIDDLE EAST 


By active promotion, by improvement of travel conditions, 
and most of all by the elimination of official barriers. to 
travel, Western Burope has increased itsdollar eernings from 
the trevel of U.S. residents from around $62 million in 1946 to 
approximately $272 million in 1949, an increase of over 330 
percents. The 1949 earnings from travel are roughly 32. percent 
of the total earnings of Western Burope through the sale of 
merchandise to the United States. 


Travel as a source of exchange hes been relatively 
undeveloped by the Middle Eastern countries, although the 
opportunities of these countries to appeal to the American 
market are unique, 


The 1947 U.S. census showed that there were over 19 
milljon heads of American families with incomes in excess of 
$3,000 per annum, of which there were four million with incomes 
in excess of $6,000, If, by appealing to this group, through 
exploitation of the seasonal advantages, the historical, reli-+ 
gious, andcultural monuments and traditions, and the unique 
atmosphere of the Near East, just one percent of this market 
could be enticed to spend 15 days in the Middle East, it would 
mean a dollar income of about $57 million for the regions 


There are in the U.S, the special markets for middle 
eastern countriss of: 


a) first and second generation middle eastern Anericens 
in whom there is the urge to revisit their home 
lands; 


b) teachers and students of ancient history, literature, 
languages, art, architecture, and archaeology; 


¢) communities which by reason of social and religious 
traditions are interested in the "Bible Lands", 


An opportunity to capitalize on a tremendously valuable 
natural resource today demands the attention of the lands of 
the Middle East, An unawakened demand: for travel, not equally 
available to the rest of the world, exists in certain large 
segments of the American population, The "Bible Lands", cradle 
of the religious beliefs and the basic cultural and social 
habits of an important part of the American population, offers 
a stimulus to travel to a type of person hitherto notreached by 
travel promotion, but to whom the religious significance of the 
Middle Bast provides a very real and important reason for travel, 
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To such people, a pilgrimage or visit to the origins of their 
religion can be suggested with great hopes for successful promotion 
if the characteristics which determine their desires are realized 
and provided for, Cooperative action among Egypt, Transjordan, 
Lebanon and Syria to appeal to this market and provide a freedom of 
travel in the "Bible Land" area are major prerequisites in an 
expansion ofthe tourist trade to that region. 


There is a portion of the United States which is known 
colloquially as the "Bible Belt", Located generally in the 
southern United States and those States west of the Alleghany 
Mountains, this area has the greater portion of the rurel farming 
population ofthe United States, It is difficult to imagine the 
impact on the entire life of many of these people that is exer- 
cised by story and beliefs of the Bible. In communities having 
only a disinterested realization that there is a Paris, or a London, 
there is at the same time a sense of personal familiarity with 
Jerusalem, Nazareth, the Sea of Gallilee, Egypt, Syria, Jordan, 
Lebanon and other biblical place-names, ven more important,, the 
thrifty habits prevalent in the farming communities, though it 
militates ageinst large-scale purely recreational travel, indeed 
inereases the desirability of trips to biblical scenes with reli- 
gious associations, The majority, Catholic and Protestant alike,, 
look upon the bible lands as a source of the revival of faith and— 
and a sense of nearness their religions 


In 1946, reports the United States Bureau of the Census, 
there were 27,000,000 persons living on farms in the United States, 
about 20 percent of the total populations In addition, about the 
same number lived in rural areas but not on farms, A large percent- 
age of these people can travel and have the finances, the time, #91 
the inclination, 


The income of farm proprietors increased proportionately 
more then other componentsof personal income over the war and 
postwar periods, rising by more than 300 percent from 1939 to 
1948, The increase over the prewar level reflected marked advances 
in prices received by farmerstogether with substantial expansion 
in crop and livestock production, 1/ 


UeSe Bureau of the Census reports show that in 1946 heads 
of families who were employed as farmers earned more than $5000 
in 13 percent, or 504,000 of the cases, Since the families 
average three to four persons per femily, as many as 2,016900 
persons living on farms are members of families with incomes 
of $5000 or more each year, In this connection, it must be 
remembered that this is purely money income, A large amount of 
non~money income is produced by farmers for their own consumption, 
making a much larger portion of their money earnings for such pur~ 


poses as travel than would be available from much higher incomes 
in urban areas, 


2/ Federal Reserve Bulletin, Noveuber, 1949, page 1303, 


Savings -~ Liquid assets held by farm spending wits -- 
indicate that a substantial number of farm operators have available 
at present the funds with which to travel, Almost fifty percent 
have savingsof over $500, twenty-five percent have savings over 
$2000, 2/ 


Another charecteristic which must be understood in its 
applicstion to the Middle Bast is the fact that the average Ameri« 
can traveler visits 3 to 4 different countries on his trip abroad. 
It is understandable, especially when the trip is a long one, 
that the traveler desires to see as many places as he can while he 
is in the area, This illustrates the tendency to visit areas 
rather than cities or countries. 


The smallness of the areas of the countriesin the land 
of biblical scenes makes it physically attractive for the visi~ 
tor to go to each of the countries, perhaps following a path 
similar to those of the biblical personalities, If this is not 
possible, the attractiveness of a trip to the area is less, and 
the restrictions more apparent than in lerger areas, 


To take advantage of the tourists' propensity to travel 
in an area rather than 4 country, steps must be taken to insure 
easy eccess,, easy entry and departure of travelers, At the 
same time,, the added foreign tourists which alleviation of bar- 
riers would attract must be accommodated, The hotel industry is 
directly concerned with thisespect of fhe matter, It cannot 
operate solely during the seasons when the tourists from overseas 
areas are present. It must be able to support itself through the 
off-season, The practical answer to this is thatén intre-area 

travel of fairly large proportionsmust be stimulated,, in order 
to insure an economical year-round operation of suitable hotel 
accommodations, It isapparent that a healthy tourist trade there- 
fore depends on an equally healthy intra-area travel, which can 
be promoted only on the basis of less restrictive practices than 
are now in effect between most of the comtries ofthe Middle Easte 


Tourism is one of the quickest means for a country to 
obtain foreign exchange, and one of the soundest, This is the 
Single natural resource which can be "exported" without depleting 
the country's material resources,, andfor which the demand is not 
satisfied by a definite amount of the export, Moreover, tourism 
spreads wealth among a greater nunber of people than most material 
industries, with the result that the turnover of currency is 
greater as more purchasing power is placed in the hands of those 
who need to spend it and will spend it, 


To summarize, the Middle East countries need tourist 


dollars to further their economic goals, whatever they are, if 
purchases must be made from dollar areas, The characteristics 


2/ Federal Reserve Bulletin, August 1949, page 903, 





of the American travel market are such that tourists can be 
expected to make the long trip only if they are enabled to visit all 
of the area in which they are interested, and with a minimum of 
official barriers, At the same time, the tourist accommodations 
will not be available for them, if hotels have been forced out of 
business by a restrictive trav-el policy which kills intra-area 
travel, a necessity if year-round operating efficiency is to be 
obtained, 
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Jeddah, 27 May 1952 


Leai’ Sir,’ 3 
Dear Madam, - 


“Ks the hot summer months are approaching you de have 
ai Chportunity to travel td some other place, you might go on vacation, 
or Lusinéss calls you away. = - While arranging your travel, do you know 
hoy you can 

SAVE MONBY ? 

' SAVE US DOLLARS ? 
SAVE TIME ? 

- SAVE TROUBLES ??? 


Here’ e's ntl ss do it: Come to FAZIL ARAB TRAVEL AGENCY and 
we shai take E gc0d care of you, being also an TATA-Agency, We accept 
ANY Gurrensy, ATSO /tor international travel, You are not kept waiting 
for don®irtetior of Airkine seats as we confirm them to you rigit in our 
wilice, You save LZ% Js-Transportation Tax purchasing your tickets for 
Stateside travel a8 this end, 


Dake an _cramvule: The one-way tourist-class fare for a ticket 


trom Joudan to howions <o74s you $ 546,20 but since you can pay us in 
fgyrtian Currenty, 3% ig. only GE 190,10 meaning that you 
SaT85 US, US, $ 135,90 


erause of the favourable preeeny rate we offer you, = You see, it pays 
9 contact us BEFORE you spend your money and don't forget that we 
rrenge for your travel, without any extras 
AT ANY TIME 
TO ANY TESTINATION 
BY ANY DESIRED MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION ! 


Our or Well trained staff is at your disposal,..our Represent= 
£ivé5 will be @14d to see ycu, at your office, at your home to advise yc 
b Page advantage, to make your travel a pléasant one, to give you thay 

fe feeling that you're taken care of well... 


~ Maker FAZIL ARAB TRAVEL AGENCY your TRS HEADQUARUERS | ! 
t wilt alweys be a pleasure to serve YOU, 


Direct service 





to points throughout 
the U.S.A. - EUROPE-ASIA 
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More than a millon a year take this stairway UP 


Seasoned travelers agree on what they prefer in flying ...and find it on TWA. 
They know that world-proved TWA Skyliners, flown by million-mile 


crews, can speed them all the way from world centers of Europe, Africa and Asia 





to 60 U.S. cities... with the same superb service throughout 32,000 miles of 


TWA routes, And they have a feeling of confidence about TWA, whose ‘ , 
4 c For complete information, call your travel 





pioneering has helped make aviation history. Next trip, see if you don't agree! agent or nearest TWA Office. 
ONLY TWA TAKES YOU OVER THE ATLANTIC AND ACROSS THE USA — TWA 
ae 
aN J Ni a Lal ay 
Be cc it vt SHANNON “FD ies TRANS WORLD AIRLINES ia 









U.S.A.“ EUROPE+AFRICA- ASIA 


